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Messenger
Our Identity: 
A place of light where all can  
experience God’s grace. 
Our Vision: 
Inviting. Everyone. To know God’s Love. 
Our Mission: 
We put Christ’s message into action! 

MessengerThe

OUR STAFF

Palisades United Methodist Church 

27002 Camino de Estrella 
          San Clemente, CA 92624   

phone: 949.496.5502 fax: 949.496.5565  
palisadesumc.org 

Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
Church office closed on Fridays during the summer

FOLLOW US: 

facebook.com/palisadesumc.orgPalisadesumc

Rev. Richard Annett             Pastor     revrich@palisadesumc.org  
 Ashleigh Roberts  Director of Family Ministries  ashleigh@palisadesumc.org  
Caitlin Hackstedde  Office Administrator   caitlin@palisadesumc.org                   
    & Communications 
Jason Pano   Choir Director    jasonpano@yahoo.com 
Jeff Lin    Accompanist    jeffthepianist@yahoo.com 
Vicki Faivre    Church Treasurer    finance@palisadesumc.org 
                                                 Pastoral Care                                      pastoralcare@palisadesumc.org
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Palisades United Methodist Church 
27002 Camino de Estrella 
San Clemente, CA 92624 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Oct. 6th “Knock Knock” - John 10:7, “I AM the door of the sheep.”   
           Who describes themselves as a door? I don’t think I know anyone who would express themselves as a door, but for some reason, 
Jesus does. Jesus says he is the door because he is the one who protects us. He protects his flock, his sheep from intruders. We all 

want to be protected in life; we all want someone to stand by us all the time. Thankfully we have that person in Christ.   
   

Oct. 13th “Lead Us” - John 10:11, “I AM the good shepherd.”  
           To be a good shepherd, one must always be on the move, leading their flock to green pastures, protecting them from danger, and 
willing to care for them, even if one is lost. Jesus is the good shepherd because that is what he does. He is the one who is leading us 

as individuals and as a church. When Jesus is the one leading us, it doesn’t mean we will always have green pastures, but it does 
mean we always have someone to count on, someone to guide us through the difficult times of life.   

   
Oct. 20th “Surprise”- John 11:25, “I AM the resurrection and the life.”  

           I’ve heard it said that people are more afraid of public speaking than death. I am not sure how true this is or if it’s one of those 
urban ledges that is passed down through the generations, but still, death is a scary thing. When Jesus says, “I AM the resurrection 
and the life,” he is stating a fact, that death has lost it sting, and it doesn’t have the final word anymore. But how can we live into that 

truth, how can we walk every day knowing and believing that death has lost it sting?   
   

Oct. 27th “Zoe - Life” - John 14:6, “I AM the way, the truth, and the life.”   
           In this simple statement, Jesus is saying that for us to know God, we must go to him. For us to know the truth we go to him. For us 
to know the way, we go to him. For us to have life, we go to him, and the life he gives is better than anything else in the world. The life 

that God gives us is better than anything else in the world; we have to come, and then we will see.   
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Greetings Church Family,  
 This month we are continuing our series called  Who is He?  a seven-week series on the “I AM” statements in 
John’s Gospel. In each of these “I AM” statements, John is taking us on a journey. He is taking us back to the Old 
Testament when God appeared to Moses in the burning bush. When Moses saw the “flames of fire,” he wanted to get a 
closer look but was told to remove his sandals because God’s presence had made the ground holy. After Moses is 
informed that he will lead God’s people out of Egypt, he wants to know what to say when people ask about God’s name. 
God answers in Exodus 3:14: “I AM WHO I AM.”  
 “I AM” is God’s covenantal name; many of us know it as YHWH (Yahweh). This title was so sacred that the high 
priest only uttered it, and then only once a year on the Day of Atonement. It literally means, “I am who I am” and signals 
the truth that nothing else defines who God is but God Himself. Every time Jesus uses one of the “I AM” metaphors, He is 
emphatically stating that he is YHWH. Not only is he stating that he is God, but Jesus is also telling his audience 
something about God, a truth about God and thus a truth about himself.   
 Living in a pluralistic world, where everybody has their truth, their own story, it’s hard to know what is true, and it 
makes it hard to believe in something, to believe in someone. It feels like every time I turn on the news, there is a new 
scandal, a new story that I need to learn about and as soon as I make up my mind, there’s another story that disputes 
everything I just learned. I feel like I never know what happened or what is going on. There are so many sides to a story, 
and it makes it hard to uncover the truth. Someone once told me there are three truths, there’s my truth, there’s your truth, 
and then there’s the truth. I can’t but help to think that this person is right most of the time. I feel like the more information I 
am given about any given topic, the less I know. However, there are a handful of things in my life I know I can rest my 
head on; I can find comfort and security. One of those things is my faith, my trust, and my belief that there is a God who 
loves me unconditionally and that God made himself known through Jesus.   

In a pluralistic world with so many “truths,” I find comfort knowing that God is real, and that Jesus is God; I find 
comfort in the Trinity. In each of these, I AM statements, I discover more about Jesus, more about God. Each of the I AM 
statements, my faith and belief in God grows. It’s one of the few times when the more I learn, the less I know, and I am 
excited about it, I am not scared or troubled by it. I am excited because, in each of these statements, I learn more about 
God, and I learn more about myself. My hope and prayer for all of us is that during this series, we find comfort in God's 
Truth, in The Truth; that we discover more about the characteristics of God and how God impacts and changes our lives 
daily.   

In His Love,  
   

Pastor Rich 
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Pastor’s Musing 
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Prayers & Concerns 
…Jim & Maggie Stedt…Rick Dertinger… 

…Helen Reynolds…Ed Workman… 
…Colleen Reid…Harriette Mayo…Nancy Wannberg… 

…Marilyn Harnar…Olive Schofield…Lois Kniza… 

…Julie Wilson…Ben Civiletti…Tom Wilson… 
…Gail Mann…Eric Bjorklund… 

…Chris Wannberg…Beth Comer...John Stratton... 
.…Mark Cannon… Mac McGary… 

Church Council Meeting: 
Tuesday, October 22nd at 7 p.m. in Mahin Hall 
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Erla Curtin   Oct 3 
Fanning Oakley  Oct 13 
Isabel Koenig   Oct 14 
Jan Cannon   Oct 19 
Colleen Reid   Oct 29 

October Birthdays 
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